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Transcript 
Getting Started: Introduction 

 
A website can’t tell you what to write.  But hopefully this one can help you think about your 
ideas…think like a writer. 
 
Now, you might have a great story idea, but it can be hard to know where to start or how to 
keep going.   
 
And that’s what The Ideas Factory is about: it’s about developing your ideas, and turning 
them into a plan. 
 
Now, when we have story ideas, usually we think something like this:  
 

someone   doing something   somewhere 
 
For example: 
 

a small child   walks alone   in a dark wood 
 
Or: 
 

a family   eats together   at home 
 
Now, to plan a story is to think carefully about all the possibilities of all of its elements.  
And this means breaking a story down into pieces, and then putting  it all back together 
again, but in slow motion so that all the elements have time to suggest as much to you as 
they can to you. 
 
So, first you’re going to be asked to think about where your story is going happen and then 
what is going to happen and then finally about who is important in the story you’re going to 
tell.  
 
Each section begins with a video like this one, introducing each stage. 
 
You’ll also find extra ideas and suggestions in the ‘Thinking like a Writer’ notes, there’s 
also a virtual demonstration based on a story that I’m planning to tell.   
 
If you get stuck, there’s an Ideas Generator which will suggest what’s and where’s and 
who’s to get your imagination going. 
 
But the most important thing is the story that you’re going to tell using your own 
imagination and the practical tools of the factory.  Let the where and the what and the who 
of your story make their own suggestions, tell you their story. 
 
And then you can choose the story that you want to tell. 
 


